Streets of Peshawar




FOREWORD

Children who live or spend most of their time on streets are exposed to different forms of
abuse and exploitation. This is true for children in most societies and countries
irrespective of their economic status. Pakistan is one of those countries in which a sizable
number of children are visible on the streets in the form of groups. This visibility is even
more pronounced in the major cities of Pakistan. The city of Peshawar is a prime example
of such cities in Pakistan which have an extremely high number of children spending
most of their day and night hours on streets. The presence of these children on the streets
in Peshawar makes them vulnerable to abuse and exploitation in all its forms.

This mapping is done with the objective of understanding the dynamics of the different
forms of abuse and exploitation, which sometimes can be obvious and sometimes can be
hidden under a range of different factors that may look benign at a superficial level but
have highly abusive content once the surface is scratched. This mapping has been done to
document the different patterns of mobility of children from other cities to Peshawar.
However, sometimes this mobility projects the dynamics of trafficking. In addition to
this, the mapping documents the situation and vulnerabilities of children who find
themselves in Peshawar with or without their families due to a politically volatile
situation in the North West Frontier Province. These children are part of the larger
internally displaced persons (IDPs) that are moving from warring/conflict zones to
peaceful areas of the country.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This mapping has been made possible by the efforts of many people, all of whom believe
that children are invaluable members of the society and have a common objective to
protect them at all costs, irrespective of their geographical locations and their socio-
economic backgrounds. This conviction creates hope and hope keeps us moving in a
direction that we all feel may be the correct path.

This mapping of Peshawar is also done in a pursuit of the remedial path. In this journey,
there are many who must be thanked. | would like to specially thank Ms. Shad Begum
and Mr. Shaukat Sharar, part of my Ashoka family without whom this entire exercise
may not have been possible. My gratitude to Ms. Sandrine Bayar, Ms. Valerie Khan and
Mr. Sahil of GD-Sanjog who aside from the encouragement, very generously provided
the funding to make this happen. | am also greatly indebted to my friend and colleague
Mr. Faisal Javed, who came to my rescue in the most trying times during this mapping.
He not only facilitated the process but also encouraged me to consider different
perspectives in order to make this mapping effective, insightful and comprehensive.

The Abbottabad team of Vision remains invincible, Zahoor, Anham and Tajammal’s
support can never be appreciated enough.

My special thanks to the young and energetic team of local male and female students of
Peshawar, who not only had the resolve to take this challenge upon them selves but also
made sure that they would do a job par excellence. It is my honor to mention all the
names of this dedicated team here and they are Mr. Aftab Ahmed, Ms. Aisha Zaman, Ms.
Ghazala Jamal, Ms. Jamila Zaman, Ms. Samreen Khan, Mr. Sajid Ali, Mr. Tauseef Jamal,
Mr. Yasir Khan Khilji.

I also thank Mr. Farman Ali, child protection officer, Unicef Peshawar, for his support.
Further more | would also like to thank Mr. Farman Ali for providing us with the “List of
the Organizations working on Children/Women Rights Protection in district
Peshawar’ table and giving me the opportunity to understand this very network and its
mechanisms by discussing its details at great lengths with me.

I once again thank all those who were equally important for this process, but due to a
limitation in space, may not have been mentioned here.

Tahir Khilji,

Project Coordinator,

Vision Resource Centre for Protection of Child Rights,
Abbottabad, Pakistan.



